Five Kentucky Poets Laureate: An Anthology
HANDOUT JS-2

Pre-Writing Assignment:

Tomorrow we will be reading with poems with dream-like qualities. Dreams have always been
very important to writersand artists, since they seem to carry emotional and symbolic
significance. Many have considered dreams the border between the conscious an unconscious
mind or even between this life and the spiritual realm As such, dreams would carry great
significance. Think back over your dreams. Free write about important dreams you have had,
good or bad. If you have no memory of dreams of your own, write about dreams you have been
told by others. Or, write about a dream you would like to have. In writing, think about what
dreams are like. How are dreams different from waking life? Do you ever know you are
dreaming? When someone tells you a dream, how can you tell it was a dream and not areal
experience? Have you ever had recurring dreams? Are there any things that seem to reappear in
your dreams? Try to recreate a single dream, with detail, if possible. If not, smply write
anything you can about dreaming or sleep.
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